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The realm of medical jurisprudence and medical ethics

Seyed Mahmoud Tabatabaei'', Seyed Mohammad Hassan Alam-al-Hoda®

Professor, Medical Ethics and History of Medicine Research Center, Tehran University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran;
2PhD Student in Islamic Sciences, Bagher-al-Olom University, Qom, Iran.

Abstract

Medicine is a branch of health science with the purpose of maintaining health and health promotion,
diagnosis, treatment and prevention of diseases, and rehabilitation of patients. In addition to possessing
academic qualifications and legal training, physicians and service providers should be familiar with moral
and jurisprudential considerations in their profession, as is rationally and logically expected.
Respect for moral values and legal principles is important since on the one hand it gives the service provider
a feeling of fulfillment, and on the other hand it causes the patient to feel satisfied with the service offered.
Islamic laws must be observed in all aspects of life in our country and medical practices are not an exception.
Therefore it is necessary for all practices to be approved by jurists and to comply with the principles of
Islamic jurisprudence and ethics. Consequently, practitioners need a thorough understanding of Islamic laws
and ethics in order to be considered qualified.

In this regard it should be remembered that Islamic jurisprudence, or Sharia refers to a set of laws and rules
of life defined by the Quran and its interpretation and explanation by the great Prophet of Islam (SAW) and
Imams (AS). In Islamic culture, law and medicine are closely related to each other. Many physicians are
staunch followers of the Islamic jurisprudence and try to observe them in their diagnostic and therapeutic
approaches, and in cases where they have dilemmas and are not certain what course of action to take,
religious standpoint is what guides them to make the right decision.

In recent decades, physicians have tried to apply Islamic laws in the context of medical or jurisprudential
problems. This article investigates the realm of medical jurisprudence and medical ethics.
Keywords: Islamic jurisprudence, medical jurisprudence, medical ethics, professional ethics.
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