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The !'l.ﬂk.l'!'l'h g Ietel, roctived Dy the laft
mal, givcs as melencholy an acosuant of
the cileds of the plague as perliaps ever
woaz lonowrn
Al rppey, (Fliflspelis ) Aug. 1. The t1gth of

Jan. Iaft she Fl?u: firl manifzled inf=1f in

the fuliurbs o ardat, (aear che ruins of the

ancient Balylon) rad foon after in the city

F T le made= {fuch havoclz in the moenths

of Febraary, March, and Sopeil, char of four

hundred theufand Inhbitants, only B guarser
part wors Lot alive. "The inhabitanes of the
ncig'llh:lul'i.:ng towns of  lels,  Iman-Aly,

Iman-Huilin, amd ln:L:tn—l.'\nlg-uﬂ'_.' have been

inirely Gaepl away. Scveral travellers whe

paiind by thofe pleces in Apdil, found all the
naul s deforeed, and noching bure dead eat-
caflee lefe. Somszs pilprims [rom Eman-Aly,
and finme Jewil familics who efcaped from
Bapdat, curricd the contnglon ta Boflora,
and at which pface, till rewards the end
af arch. the Chriltian: and Franla fhut
rhermf-lvcs up ee provent infeftion, which the
Turks ui:::|m’.‘l'lug. !.'i;;hf thounfand of them
periflied, i ons gquartsr alone offthe cicy, from
the 3 ;th to thae z:;l:h af A prifl.  OF fve hup=
dred domellicks of tie RMutiziim (the Gover-
nae) one flave only cicaped with life,  This
cirty eonfilled of an hundred thoufund inhabi-
tante; of whoin cighry thoufand have perifhed.
Five cthoufand #Hed o the Merfian Gulph,
about the Lime wwmbir efcaped the infec-
won, and ten choufind bave arcived heres
‘The nuoiber o Chrllians wha perithed,
amaounes o thiee handred and fevency-Ffaar,
feventy-fowr of which wrere of the Romifit
communion, more chan four thoufand Jews,
threa Tdolarers, and all the reft were orks.
The heat of the month of May dapped the in-
fi-ition at Ha_gdlt,, and the 1octh af June Eal=
fora wns delivered from it. T he Biflwop of
Babylap (whofe fervants all perithing, were
driven forth o fvck provifisns) the Conful of
Franss, twnoecelefiattics, and one Carmelite,
died in firlt mentioncd place; and in Bapdar
the Sizur Puvault, Agent @0 the India Com-
pany, and two Carmclit= miMonaries. A
Cacholic Armenian pricit, aged 23, whae
Eﬁﬂiﬁ:d phylics elcaped the intedtion, though
e amendod o the fick the whele time.
The feveral tribes nf Arabiars who cneamp
on the borders of the river Chatel Aralbe, as
far as the fea, and to the art of Ehe Gu'l_ph.
have lilkewife fuffsreld rluftluuﬂy. Ferim-—
I\'..han.,. Rﬂgt’ll b Prlfi:t. t:n‘?ng p!u.-:cd. F Y
cordon of tronps on the (rongizes of chat king-
dom, prefeived that country from the infege
rEon.
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The fellawving lezter, reeeived by the lalt mail, gives as
mwlaneholy an aecount of the off:fs of the plague as
pgrha‘ll evet \l'-lﬁrll}}l'l-rn:, J 4
Afeppn, clizpalie, ) Aume Ta
HE njuuqm'j.m. I.ﬂt{:h-: plilgnflfﬂlamtn'lftﬂnl it=
a  deil doothe Fubueos of Bagdat, (pear the ruins of
1lie aincicnt Bdaylan,) and fmon after in the city nfzlic
1t weade fuch bavoel in the monchs of February, blarch,
and Apeil, thar of Iour hundred thoulind johabitans,
arly u quneer pure were leftalive.  The iuhabitants of
the neighbouring tneme of Hela, Tman-Aly, Iman=
Hufein, and linan-Moully, have heen entircly fwept a-
way. Several trawvellers whio palfcd by thnle P{Kﬁ in
April, fmnd all Lhe h:m.l'c_i deferied, and nothing but
fiunt Jowith Familics who eicaped si anzAly, and
thie comapion to Ballara, ac which place, towards the
end of daich, che Chriflians nnd Branks thot chemielves
up tn prevent intedtion, which 1be Torks negledfiing,
el ghe thaniand of them perifhzd, in onz quoarter alnne
of the ety tiom the ggih in the 25th of April. OF five
Bamdre: | dumeilics of che Mulfelim, {l.:uz Gu\'m‘nm] une
Move aely eleaped with life. This city confisied of an
Fundred thanfand inhabitants, of whom cdplty thoufand
have perilbads. Five thoulind flad o the Perlian Gull,
alwsie (lie Cime number efcaped the Jufeion, and ten
thouind huve arrived heree.  The number of Cheifllans
whi perifbed, amounted wo three headred and feventy-
four, fzvemy four of which were of the Romill eom-
mysion, more than four theoland Jews, three Idols-
tors, amd wll the reit were Turks. he he=at nf the
menth ol May fbopt the inleffion ac Bapdor, and the
1ol of Juwe Bailsra wus delivered [rom it.  The Bi-
facp o Baliylen (wlinie fervants oll perithing, was dri-
v o+ porth tn Leek provifions,) the Confl of Franees, two
E-cleliailics, nmd one Carmslite, dicd in the firlk men-
tivned g lace s und in Bagdut the Siear Peraunlr, Apent
16 e India Company, and vwo Canmelice Milllonaries.
A Catholle Asmenian Priclt, aped By, wha pradifd
phtic, eleaped the infedium, thoouph he attended np
1= vk the whole time. The Civeral Tribes off Ara-
bt ies wlio encong on the boeders of the river Chatel
Avabe, a6 lar as the fea, and to the port of vhe Gull,
hove likewile fafered prodigionfy.” Kerim-Khan, lLe-
uent of Peefii, haviag placed a ¢ordeon ol troops on the
froniiers nf that Magdom, prefecved that evuntry frem
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Abstract

Epidemic diseases have historically posed significant threats to human
societies, with the plague being one of one of the deadliest. Between 1772
and 1773, an outbreak of plague, known as Abu Chafchir or Abu Khanjar,
occurred in Ottoman Iraq, inflicting severe damage on the local economy.
This outbreak spread throughout the Persian Gulf and southern Iran; hence
it was also referred to as the Persian plague in European accounts. This
study aimed to investigate the effects of this plague on human societies and
its scope from various dimensions. The study was conducted using library-
based and historical methods with a descriptive-analytical approach.
Persian, Arabic, and English resources were extracted from domestic
databases as well as the archives of British newspapers and the digital
archive of Qatar, as important foreign archives. The findings indicated that
Mesopotamia was one of the important centers for the outbreak of the
plague, and the Persian plague spread to neighboring countries from this
region. The results also revealed that the initial attempts to implement
quarantine measures in [ran were made during the Karimkhan Zand dynasty
and some preventive measures were taken for the first time in response to
this plague. Moreover, the transregional trades and movement of
commercial and pilgrimage caravans in these areas increased the spread of
this disease. This plague changed the political and economic relations of
these regions with other countries and resulted in a dramatic population
decline.

Keywords: Persian plague, Abu Chafchir or Abu Khanjar Plague, Zand
Dynasty, Ottoman, Iran.

[ DOI: 10.18502/ijme.v17i10.18607 ]

Copyright © 2024Tehran University of Medical Sciences. Published by Tehran University of Medical Sciences.
: - This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International license
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/). Non-commercial uses of the work are permitted, provided the original work is properly cited.



http://ijme.tums.ac.ir
mailto:r.karami6969@gmail.com
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://dx.doi.org/10.18502/ijme.v17i10.18607
https://ijme.tums.ac.ir/article-1-6619-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

