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Physician’s Respect; Patient’s Boundary and the Invaluable Virtue Named “Trust”
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Abstract

The mutual trust in a social relationship is essential to adjusting that relationship under ethics and law. The
functionality of legal and ethical rules can be trusted to create a good, orderly and just relationship when the
parties can trust each other under the protection of such rules. The first legal documents in Iran required the
practitioner to obtain the respect and trust of the society in himself and his colleagues, and then made clear
his obligation under it. In subsequent reforms, such obligation stood as they were, but the values of “trust”
and “respect” were not mentioned. It seems that “trust” and “respect” of physicians in a society is the good
will of these professionals which supports the efficiency of the treatment on one hand, and the conscious
cooperation of the patient on the other. This matter is dependent on the physician’s effort in respecting the
patient’s boundary and staying true to the physicians own technical and professional obligations. This article
emphasizes the necessity this inseparable relationship, and the analysis of legal obligation in the light of such
higher ethical values.

Keywords: Trust, Professional obligations, Technical obligations, Physician’s respect, Patient’s boundary.
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