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Abstract

A 62-year-old man referred to the emergency department 48 hours ago with chief complaint of
repeated bloody vomiting. The patient is admitted and the necessary measures are taken. Within 24
hours, he received 6 units of blood. The patient has undergone endoscopy, but endoscopic
endorsement has failed to stop the bleeding. The surgeon consulted and visited the patient. He
considered urgent emergency laparotomy. The patient is alert and refuses surgery. The
hemodynamic status of the patient is not stable and gastrointestinal bleeding continues. These
questions are posed to medical staff and hospital managers: "What is our duty”? "Should we respect
the choice of the patient and witness the progress of the disease and deterioration of the patient's
condition"? "Can he be discharged from the hospital on the basis of the patient's refusal to take
medical treatment™? "Can we take appropriate diagnostic and therapeutic measures with the use of
legal capacity and support despite patient’s opposition? "How can one regard autonomy,
beneficence, and nonmaleficence at the same time, in this situation "? In this study, which is one of
the problems of medical ethics, the ethical, legal, and health aspects of the presented patient are
discussed.
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