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Abstract

Truth-telling is considered as an important topic of modern discussion regarding the physician-patient
relationship. The present study examined the behavior of physicians in disclosing the truth to patients. For
this purpose, a total of 161 cancer specialists were selected using the simple random sampling technique.
Research instrument consisted of a 24-item questionnaire based on expert opinion and the review of related
literature. The results of item prioritization indicated that the participants ranked the following two items as
highest in terms of attitude: "It is the basic right of patients to know about their condition", and "Relatives'
participation in disclosing the truth to patients is rather beneficial". Research results also showed a positive
and significant correlation between attitude and truth-telling tendency. Furthermore, multiple regression
analysis by SMART-PLS software demonstrated that perceived behavioral control (self-efficiency) has the
greatest impact on physicians' tendency toward truth-telling. The prediction power of planned behavior
theory in predicting physicians' truth-telling behavior was established at 92 percent. Based on these findings,
it is recommended to employ experts and adopt relevant guidelines to train novice physicians. Moreover,
Iranian health officials are advised to take corrective measures to improve physicians' attitudes and
subjective norms.
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