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Abstract

It is universally acknowledged that death is a complex concept and different factors such as complicated
philosophical ideas, contradictory descriptive approaches, and diversity in interpretations add to this
complexity. Although athorough understanding of the notion of death isimportant for everyone, this concept
is of crucid importance to health care providers as they face enormous ethical challenges in the course of
their careers. A few instances are controversial issues such as brain death, euthanasia and end-of-life care,
where it seems essential to define a set of robust criteria for death. On the other hand, it can be argued that
death is not a scientific concept and only different branches of medicine can provide a framework to clarify
the subject of death. Therefore, it could be argued that theological approaches may shed some light on this
concept. In this article, we aim to extract ontologic components of death mentioned in the Holy Quran, and
will move on to propose a set of 12 criteria for death. This may help provide a clear understanding of the
concept from the point of view of the Holy Quran, although more research is warranted to further illuminate
this complex subject.
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