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% Embryo-splitting
4 Somatic cell nuclear transfer; SCNT
® Embryonic stem cells
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! Reproductive cloning
2 Research/ Therapeutic cloning
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! Assisted Reproductive Technology (ART)
2 The Academy of Scientific Research and Technology
% The National Fatwa Council
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Cloning and human health: positions of international or ganizations and gover nments’ policies

Simin Mehdipour™, Afsar Foroud®, Mohammadreza Amini*

! |slamic Azad University, Kerman Branch, Kerman, Iran.

Abstract

Recent advances in cloning have offered hopes for disease treatment and resolving some other difficulties
related to health, but this technology comes with social, legal, ethical, religious and other questions, and has
caused different reactions worldwide. While some countries have enacted legidations on cloning, other
countries have no clear law. Many countries and organizations, for various reasons including ethical
concerns, have taken strong stand against reproductive cloning, and some even against research cloning.
Some refer to the positive results of cloning and are in favor. Overall, most are in favor of cell and tissue
cloning for therapeutic reasons and against reproductive cloning.

In generdl, cloning is an important development in genetics and biotechnology that can be both lifesaving
and destructive. Therefore, decision makers should be aware of its positive aspects for human health and
prevent potential social and ethical problems through appropriate legidation.

In this paper, we present the opinions of opposers and supporters, and an overview of the position of
countries and organi zations regarding human cloning.

Keywords: human cloning, reproductive cloning, therapeutic cloning, international organizations.
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