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3 Model of illness

* Symptoms

> Biomedical model
& Mutual investment
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! Primary health care
2 Contractual relationship
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4 Functionalist model

® Role-based model

® Dysfunctional deviance
"Sick role

8 Affective neutrality

® Emotional distance
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! Shared decision making model
2 Autonomous agent
% Dimer
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® Mutual participation

® Egalitarianism and democracy
" Collegial Model

8 Equality

° Mutuality

19 nteractive

" Equals
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! Personalized particularism
2 Egalitarian universalism

% Solo family practitioner

“ Dyadic role model
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® Economic model

" Entrepreneurial model

8 Contractual relationship
° Adversarial relationship
10 Contractual model
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! Interactive model

2 Consensus model

% patient’s good

* May's covenant model
® |deals and privileges
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® Parental model
® Priestly model

" Activity-passivity
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1 Commercial model

2 Condescension model

3 Code of medical Profession
* Self-generating goodness
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® Scientific model
” Engineering model
8 Consumer model
® Informative model
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! Parent-infant

2 Guidance-co-operation

% paternalism model

# Parent-child relationship (adol escent)
® Guild model
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* Self-understanding

® Health-related value

® Delibrative model
"Moral persuasion

8 Moral self-development
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! Moral integrity
2 Interpretive model
% Counselor
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A review of the models of physician-patient relationship and its challenges

Omid Asemani*

Medical Ethics PhD Student, Department of Medical Ethics and Philosophy of Health, Faculty of Medicine,Shiraz University of
Medical Sciences, Shiraz, Iran.

Abstract

Medicine is known as a combination of science and art. Besides knowledge, a good physician should be
equipped with the art of establishing communication with patients. The keystone of any efficient relationship
like a therapeutic one is trust, and its deterioration makes the relationship deficient and based on mere need.
Therefore, establishing an efficient relationship brings about positive results in treatment. In the last two
decades, the trend in the physician-patient relationship has greatly changed, so that patient-centered care is
now in focus. In this kind of relationship, physicians recognize patients as respectable human beings with
their unique beliefs, attitudes, and concerns, etc. In this paper we intend to provide a brief introduction to the
concept of physician-patient relationship and its chronological changes. Also, common models of physician-
patient relationships (e.g. paterndistic, etc) are introduced, compared, and their most obvious strengths and
weak points are analyzed. At the end, a succinct anadysis on the dominant model(s) of physician-patient
relationship in Iran's medical settings has been provided, and the necessity of compiling a model based on
Islamic values is proposed.

Keywords: physician-patient relationship, physician-patient relationship (PPR) models, communication
skills, Medical Ethics, Iran
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