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" Anencephadlic

8 Near-anencephalic
° Prognosis
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! Down's syndrome

2 Pyloric obstruction

% Severely disabled newborns, severely handicapped
neonates

“ Duodend atresia

® Respirator dependent newborn

® Intra-cerebral bleeding
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’ Chronic end-stage ilIness
8 Do everything

° Extra ordinary

10 Existence

Life
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% Distress

% Dignity

# Conceptual difficulties
® Benefits and risks

® Ethics of uncertainty


https://ijme.tums.ac.ir/article-1-100-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijme.tums.ac.ir on 2026-06-22 ]

Ly jlans du ALK 3L (Slga (sLacs jlass 4o Mise ()l ) 93 Salaa (sdalal ay 9o (S paSasacal |Gl lSas g Slacel wisf YA

mele il 5l 56S pes e 5ao b= (solioke ek
S b Blhe Conss KL (Gl L) S e Jolas
lal 4 ol Oleys aalsl 5l Ol e LT 5 938 o goma
ol VL s bt e b s i S
935 (Lael iy 5 Ste) (S sbaoslial (Ol slay

et 2 Alge S e (IS WS boles
o Wbl 3 ol b 2o0biss o 5 Sonds
Wil G Oley Cdday geddllse 050 Olal 5 e
Lo it (BUSSn 51 e S5 = B )l o3
Gl L3l arse gas iy G S
5 B lagin AU S s Shee OB (5l el
2o s Sy el nlpte (10) il s
Slhcond Clld 5 e e @ Jte S N
Aol 3 Db sl vl 038 Iy G OT il
NAPA Jlw 53 sl (S godSiiils (6l lasl (gaaS
oz 5l e 2l glas Shas plas O 15 she S e
5 s e gl Gla oS pled 5 el Ol 5 OlAE
(17) 3500 o (seda 5505 1, 0

S ASt s s Veach [esy dealy ol s
Q3L Obe > (S5 5 S 3l Sz o8 a8 e
L pae olos 3 Shes OB wad B Sley AL
ol 52 (W) XS hme S sl iy el
ol 4 oam g LS Ll (G 5 Lazar ol
(S dexr ) il glaep 3 Soe 5l S S SUS
e el gy BT platd (G5B ity
s Bl Y o iyl e 5
Olays ¢ oglased AL Sy cdy iasle (55,05 oS e
R glas Sles by Cos 51 LS 3 55 s 4 o

ol 55 AL O GBAens 5 (10) 5K ks

" Lack of whole- brain function
8 Bioethical

° Existential

10 personhood
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! Death

2 Futile treatment

3 Withdrawal of life-sustaining treatments
4 Health resources

® Near-death situations

® Vegetative state


https://ijme.tums.ac.ir/article-1-100-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijme.tums.ac.ir on 2026-06-22 ]

ya éﬂﬁé)ﬂjé%‘@‘ﬁl@

LS i m w Olg e &5 Cnlr ol ASGH e als
ot Wyme o3l sy S Ls S b Ol slacaass
AE BB ol sl U Obler  ple 4 s
Sl (oSe a b o3 S SOl s s &S sl
AL Sge 0T S 5550 53 Gl lags pS pennss 035
g ol feoly 8L sl B b B o 03V (i
Lol 53 L 0l b & Sl b Cgr 3 Al s o
93,5 50 (el e S o b Olie Comis b 5l Sl
ol bl LD apd pasie Ll Ss ooles
S by By gldich 5 ol sllanss
s ol 585 s 5l Sme a5 03,5 i pad (00 dal
(€S S8

e Dkda OBl 50 S (Saj k4 S
ORI RPN VS g PO IV W PV M [N PO
CatS bl S o Ol Al m (p
3 RIS 3 3 e 5 e Sl S5 e S5
eSS Ll GLLe SWS g pdse Ods wibraes
b S sl Sanms 5 Sy il by csliS
S Sl 5l SR Sl sse bl ol 05 5 S
el 0lld fool= ajls Sles gast 4z o3 e oy Ol
boaaly ool 0o 15 5 o5 LBl Rickham Jie ¢l
e Sdday Oblis AL LD 4 a8 e ke g
el wale gl Sl el L3 oS 1, glekile
S ol o3V LT e 3 5 Sl Clea o SL|
(19) S Oleys 1y Lao

(eals slleys 3 eigpl S age ol iy
Wb pdy Sypo s ) sl K wns el
e bty a3dS 53 &S 1y ool sl 3l ol anil s

Lld Gald Siea Joms 4 jpeme b oo S

2 Spot life

® Quality of life

* The child’sright to die
® Vegetable existence
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! Brain-dead state
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5 Disability
® Severe disability
" Mere inconvenience
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! Disability

2 Rehabilitation guidelines

% World Health Organization
* Impairment
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2 Individual person
% Informed consent
* Subjective
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% Medical model or Health-related quality of life.
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! Descriptive

2 Evaluative

® Prescriptive or normatives

* Quality-adjusted life years (QALYs)
® Person being

® Morality of killing
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2 Proximate personhood

% Gaining or regaining personal being
4 Moral standing

® Self qua subject

® Self
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Decision making on the prolongation of the life of sever ely diseased newbor ns: reinspection of
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Abstract

Birth of apoor prognosis neonate (premature and/or congenitally affected) may potentially burden the family
and/or society with many ethical, social, legal, etc challenges. Most of the decision making criteria used in
handling the care of these neonates, such as disability, quality of life, etc., are multidimensional and heavily
ethical bearing. In this study, we have tried to explore and present a perfect view on the existing challenges
and different dimensions of the discussed criteria. In the end, the prominent standpoint of the Islamic school
in confronting a severely disabled newborn has been introduced and analyzed.

Most related discussions boil down to some fundamental and unanswered questions, for instance whether
human beings should be permitted to make decisions about the life of severely diseased neonates, the
decision making criteria themselves and their appropriateness, etc. Even though many scientists have
theorized on the subject, amultilateral explanation of life and death criterion has not been presented yet. One
thing is for certain and that is, in answering the basic questions of the subject, our present knowledge and
experience is limited and insufficient.

The authors have tried to show that despite many western views, decision making about the life of a neonate
has no place in Idamic teachings, since it could be considered an unauthorized human action. Instead, it is
proposed that any attempt to provide an ethical rationae, while utilizing today’s science and technology, be
in compliance with God’s commandments.

Keywords: end-of-life issues, severely diseased newborns, severely handicapped neonates, Idlamic
viewpoint, decision-making criteria
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