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3. Unresponsive Wakefulness Syndrome
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1. Apallic Syndrome
2. Vegetative State
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3. Traumatic Brain Injury
4. Permanent Vegetative State
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1. Persistent Vegetative State (PVS)
2. Non-Traumatic Brain Injury
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2. Chronic Vegetative State
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1. Minimally Conscious State (MCS)
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Abstract

The vegetative state is a condition in contemporary medicine that raises
numerous ethical, jurisprudential, and legal challenges. The most
fundamental question when confronting this condition concerns whether
individuals in such a state are considered alive or deceased, as subsequent
rulings and implications are typically contingent upon the answer to this
question. Some contemporary Islamic jurists, drawing upon the
jurisprudential division of life into “stable life” and “unstable life”, have
deemed individuals in a vegetative state to be deceased, given their lack of
volition and consciousness. This study argues that the concept of “unstable
life” does not apply to these individuals, particularly in cases of persistent
and chronic vegetative states where the possibility of regaining
consciousness, however remote, exists. Furthermore, the continued
function of the brainstem and the non-fulfillment of the medical and legal
criteria for brain death in many systems affirm that the designation of
“deceased” is incorrect. From an Islamic perspective, the definitive
separation of the soul from the body, which is the condition for the
occurrence of death, cannot be ascertained in the vegetative state.
Ultimately, in circumstances of doubt regarding the life or death of a person
in a vegetative state, this uncertainty constitutes a “case-specific doubt”,
and by applying the legal principle of “presumption of continued life”, the
individual must be deemed alive and all the corresponding legal and
religious consequences of life must be accorded to them.

Keywords: Medical ethics, Vegetative state, Life, Death, Unstable life,
Presumption of continued life.
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