[ Downloaded from ijme.tums.ac.ir on 2025-04-15]

1€ ol Jlw gl ol S jo é:!JU 9 §USI Il il oo b o jug - -

9 Ull oSuij 9 FUSI 6ol 65GS (puads jU
UIJ:'I ‘SJL'-'.UJJ,; @U.ﬂ [ " (J-A0-lasd

‘J}'rin.w @JJUJU

- TN B ESTRVA [P T2 N RV A
Ofwaadlu 5, 5IS 395 poeho » ks

"5)"3.5’.){'.‘." «';L'j f;‘ c\a\:.“b M.Hé f“_;)l:.‘éu 45‘}}5

ol

3 4

bolsloalo 0,8 S5 ol jo oS cul 6,8, oo (Infantilization) (s, KlSs4S
ISl Lol 5,28, 551 ol S e 55 5555 S abilas corallas 3,5 5,
5 0L5 o (b 455 9bay ol aal 361 b il I3y (6505 S 4 Sl ciliiee
ot b il 51 gz L Lol 351 05 o Cule, aralu elozz] cdjie
potde allio col 5o ol (Glndl 35 )15 Bl )3 Cys )18 4 by o
ol o] gy 5 potie ol b i U] slw) Gas b wralo (g 1SS 855
3,55, 5l ool ul b epsgio Ll ganlllas ol ol o loos o oola b, cpaiz

Magiran ., slosls laslol ,o (elS dul o plosl cilgl 5 STy slal> joccin

Ss>ele > 550 s PubMed, Scopus, Web of Science ..I5l 4 SID 4
el i Goz gtz Glp 235 Ojeo Slojy Cusgaze sy Google Scholar
Infantilization, .Sl slocsly 5 aiell w5 5, LIS 368 )8 slaels
Can JolS e sy 5l s ad oolaz wl Elderspeak, Elderly, Older People
sleasl ., 5 (Antecedents) loasl iy (Attribute) Lo 55 g «siin gallis
ol w5 zlswl sl (o KlS 065 pogie 4y bogs o (Consequence)
riyonnlive slo Slsil g 69,Shos S| 352y Jolis el (5, KIS 555 pogie
M e ey b Lol slo Fing oSl olian YU s o 3lis DL
Ll Slez CBlie o o 5l leas sl g oS el L (slad > ety S
S5k losite 85 o3l uizan 5 s el 4 dke b Bl o 5 SIS o5
5958 5l eolaiwl  aore gz 10 090 o 00sd pdon (il CwlBl Sloyo 38T 4o
5o olaiellw folaies ) lik o dled (o552 50 5 ool (6,l0gS5 Joe jo ailSagS
Eng (Pl 5 cogaas o 50 0wl catells (U5 sl GialyT o650 e
Sl sl pU sl ool ul 5 alS35S slassl (i Gl 255 (> 9 A0S
al5ssS wlMlawsl 5l eolaiwl o Sbj s0595 s Woje> cpl 5l ol Sl aelles

1EoP/1P/0A s )Ll & )ls

2 ol 0uSils gy Slides 4uaS )
Okl Kty ple oKl o JSlalo

u.(.;:ﬂ [ojlﬁ o Kisls 4‘}__!&!.4} L;JL:‘""J:' oSl Y
OleudS

1] §heus ouiius gb
Email: mokhtary.farzaneh882 @gmail.com

: UL._-q;’f/

A
7 UfL'-‘-af Uz oW


mailto:mokhtary.farzaneh882@gmail.com
https://ijme.tums.ac.ir/article-1-6881-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijme.tums.ac.ir on 2025-04-15]

SCw! L,ju:'l Aol ‘5_,&/;5_\95 LIT. (JIJ[SM 9 GJL'I'Z'D P

3 st |y Bl o3l g oSS ol L 50 S ollas Gaal 3121 5 sl b sl s ool 5l pgims wbisS S3lar 5
SIS elatzl Jolss 5 alal (5525 S5 s g ol 5, 1 ghite Syl 4 ol wialls SIS0 sloasly
50 by il 0 Cwgliae iali8l Jlaist g uits Oie (g0l saie Sl ] sbgl S _ie J> 0 sgamee oblgy gl3l jo
JEA O C VO TV [ RN EY VN VO SRS I I PSR N OIS N B
3 5 and e 9,809, o SBSH gazl el L3 o Al IS 555 (sl 595 09l g0 Dgmire CaedS (Goimsal )
Sholadln 31 oo w058 @l a cmlin cgoiallaw 4y bgs o Slaos o1 59 5 6,55l (6l wl o3Y ol el je
Wpse @) D 5 oo slaglyl

ol (5SS 355 psgie ko (I 1S G519

Website: http://ijme.tums.ac.ir


http://ijme.tums.ac.ir
https://ijme.tums.ac.ir/article-1-6881-en.html

[ Downloaded from ijme.tums.ac.ir on 2025-04-15]

Iranian Journal of Medical Ethics and History of Medicine, 2025, Vol. 17, Supplement

11th Annual Iranian Congress of Medical Ethics and

8th Nursing Ethics Congress

Is Elder Infantilization Ethical?

Poster Presemtation

v

An Analysis of the Concept of Elder Infantilization

Farzaneh Mokhtary’, Fatemeh Talebian', Akram Sanagoo?, Leila Jouybari?

Published: 26 February 2025

1. Student Research Committee,
Faculty of Nursing and Midwifery,
Golestan University of Medical
Sciences.

2. Faculty of Nursing and
Midwifery, Golestan University of
Medical Sciences.

*Corresponding Author
Email: mokhtary.farzaneh882@gmail.com

e

Abstract

Infantilization is a behavioral pattern where an autonomous individual
is treated as a child. This behavior manifests in various forms, such as
the wuse of inappropriate or exaggerated vocabulary, thereby
disregarding the social status and dignity of the elderly. Ethics, as a
branch of philosophy, guides values related to appropriate and
inappropriate human behavior. This article aims to enhance our
understanding of elder infantilization and consequently facilitate the
avoidance of such behaviors through a thorough analysis of the concept.
This concept analysis study employed Walker and Avant's eight-step
approach. A comprehensive literature search was conducted,
encompassing both Persian and English databases, including Magiran,
SID, PubMed, Scopus, Web of Science, and Google Scholar, with no
time limitations. Keywords used for evidence retrieval included
"infantilization," "elderspeak," "elderly," and "older people" in both
Persian and English. A total of seven selected articles were reviewed in
full text, and attributes, antecedents, and consequences related to the
concept of elder infantilization were extracted. Antecedents of elder
infantilization include functional impairment and observable
disabilities, cognitive impairment, age over 70 years, and non-age-
related factors such as lower education, less credible professional
backgrounds, and care provided by younger caregivers. Infantilization
is more prevalent in patients with delirium and those experiencing
prolonged hospital stays. Environmental factors contributing to
infantilization include the use of childish decorations in elderly care
facilities. Activity-related manifestations encompass the lack of elderly
participation in decision-making, inappropriate grooming of elderly
women, loss of privacy and independence, reprimands, punishments,
confinement, suppression of sexual expression, engagement in childish
games, and the use of nicknames without the elderly person's consent.
Linguistic manifestations include the use of childish terms and phrases,
short sentences, simplified language, slow or exaggerated speech, and
addressing elderly individuals by diminutive names without their
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permission. Consequences of elder infantilization encompass negative impacts on behavior, well-being,
personal identity, relationship formation, social interaction, diminished abstract thinking abilities, limited
problem-solving skills, decreased self-esteem, and increased resistance to care in individuals with cognitive
impairment. Fostering autonomy is an ethical imperative in the care of the elderly across all service-providing
settings. The occurrence of infantilizing behaviors towards the elderly stems from a failure to adopt a person-
centered approach to care. It is crucial to prevent such behaviors by ensuring the provision of age-appropriate
services for the elderly, even when they experience physical or cognitive disabilities.
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