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Abstract

The history of medicine during the Safavid period (907-1135 AH) in Iran,
as one of the important periods, has always been the focus of researchers.
The main objective of this study was to conduct a quantitative evaluation
of articles related to the “history of medicine in the Safavid period” in Iran.
This descriptive-analytical, applied study was conducted using a
quantitative approach. The statistical population of the study comprised all
scientific productions on the history of medicine in the Safavid period
indexed in domestic and international scientific databases over 22 years,
from 2001 to March 2024. During the period under review, a total of 247
articles in the field of the history of medicine in the Safavid period were
published with the participation of 542 authors. In terms of thematic
orientation, 18.2% of the published works were on the biographies of
physicians, while research, translation, and editing of medical manuscripts
ranked next with 16.1%. Among universities and scientific centers, Tehran
University of Medical Sciences and Islamic Azad University ranked first.
Male participation accounted for approximately 60%, exceeding that of
female authors, and about 68% of the works were the result of collaborative
research. The Journal of Islamic and Iranian Traditional Medicine
published the highest number of articles. The most common type of
publication was original research articles. Content analysis showed that,
despite significant growth in this research field, an excessive concentration
on specific topics, such as physicians’ biographies, has limited scholarly
attention to other dimensions of medical history in this period, highlighting
the need for broader and more balanced research perspectives.

Keywords: Content analysis, Safavid period, History of medicine, Iran,
Islam, Iranian medicine.
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