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* In their own world
5 Artificial tears
6 Ophthalmic lubricants
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? The permanent loss of capacity for consciousness and

all brainstem functions, cs ¢ consequence of permanent
cessation of circulation or catastrophic brain injury.
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! Mottling of the skin (Livedo Reticularis)
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! Terminal Hyperactive Delirium: Is an irreversible acute confusional state in the last hours or days of life that is
associated with other signs of the dying process.

* Tidal Volume

? Agonal respiration is an abnormal pattern of breathing characterized by gasping, labored breathing, accompanied by
strange vocalizations and myoclonus.

* Golden Glow
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8 Withdrawal from the external world
7 Terminal delirium
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Saunders/Elsevier; 2011, Chapter 23.
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Abstract

Despite all recent advancements in medical sciences and the related technologies, the concept of death still
remains obscure. It can be asserted that as death includes both physical and spiritual dimensions, medicine
alone is not capable of fully illuminating its different features. Therefore, inter-disciplinary collaboration
between different branches of science such as Quranic studies, humanities, and philosophy seems necessary
in order to shed some light on this hitherto undiscovered subject. Through description of what the soul
experiences before and during death, such collaborations may even enrich the knowledge and broaden the
minds of physicians who are capable of the analysis of physical changes caused by death. This insight can
promote the ethical decision-making process as well as the provision of end-of-life care and spiritual support
in different stages of death. The current research, as a library literature review, endeavors to provide a
descriptive view of death from a medical perspective, and then, a Quranic depiction of its different stages
through an analysis of verses and quotations from the holy Quran and Islamic scriptures whose primary
focus is the process of dying. The final discussion section presents some similarities and differences
observed between viewpoints and raises questions which can be considered as being of great practical
importance in terms of provision of necessary end-of-life spiritual support. We hope that further research in
this field can better clarify the issues raised in this article so that practical measures aiming at the provision
of Quran-based spiritual end-of-life care are designed and implemented.
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