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Abstract

The criteria for human dignity are among the most important topics associated with the concept. Some
related questions are what makes man worthy of dignity, and what properties make him more dignified than
other creatures? Although biological classifications of species should be considered in humanities, research
on dignity must focus on differences that are fundamental and separate humans from all other species.
Morphological, genetic and communal differences cannot be the criteria for dignity, and behaviors are
subject to individual outlooks. This manner of reasoning guided scholars to categorize humans on the basis
of wisdom, but the author of the present article believes that wisdom cannot be the criterion for dignity.
There is a degree of intelligence and wisdom in other creatures that is not sufficient to make a fundamental
differentiating factor. Like other faculties, wisdom may be regarded as an instrument for a better life. The
authors believes that the “authority” to choose (that is, free will) is the essential difference between humans
and other creatures because the latter are driven only by their structures or needs. This authority enables
people to choose between good and bad or desirable and undesirable, and shapes most human values.
Consequently, this authority creates the basis for dignity and any given type of choice passes its value on to
the chooser.
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